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Additionally, he was co-edit i
itic , -editor of the periodical Ori
Christianus from 1965 until his death for 15 years. e

Hundrefis o-f Students have a memory of Julius Assfalg as
a very inspired, affable and cordial teacher, especially of
Syriac language and literature. A great ’ma.n ofyhi
col@eagu_es and pupils were present at his bu:ciil m hiS
native Vﬂ%age Aschau on January 19, 2001. At his gra X
l‘Syna}c priest chanted parts from the teshr;zeshro (iﬁf)l
service' of the departed for the peace of his soul.
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Baba Ghannooj
Broiled Eggplant with Tahini

One medium sized eggplant; broil over charcoal or
rotisserie or in oven broiler. Fork the eggplant about three
or four places to allow steam to escape. The eggplant is
broiled with the skin on. (Cut off only, the core or green)
The skin gives the eggplant 2 fine flavor. When the
eggplant is broiled evenly all around, remove and cool.

Peel off skin of eggplant. 1t will come off very easily.
Eggplant after proper broiling will be a dull yellow —green
pudding consistency- (Cut out center seeds if they are
discolored) Mash thoroughly in wooden mixing bowl with
mallet. Salt-and pepper to faste. (Approx. ¥z teaspoon for
medium size)

Measure one tablespoon of sesame Tahini and 1twO
tablespoons of water. Mix thoroughly until smooth then
add juice of one lemon, more if desired. Mash two kernels
of garlic or use garlic salt. Mix with dressing. Pour over
mashed eggplant and miX well. Serve in small dainty
quantity on salad plate, with two tablespoons of olive oil
and two tablespoons browned pine nuts OVer eggplant.
Garnish around edges with parsley. Serve as appetizer on
squares of bead, or stuff in celery, or justas a platter before
meals.

Brown the pine nuts in butter t0 a golden brown. Use only
the pure olive oil for this garnish.

Note:

That is the traditional method of making this dish. Nowadays however,
after the eggplant is broiled and- peeled off, people put it in food
processor along with the above-mentioned components (except the
olive oil, parsley and pine mat).
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Syriac Communities Morn Their Prominent
Scholars Father Habbi and Assfalg

Syriac communities worldwide were shocked by . the
sadden news about the terrified death of Professor Fr.
Yousef Habbi, one of the most formidable Syriac scholars
of our times. Prof. Habbi was killed in a car accident on

the Baghdad-Amman highway in Jordan on Sunday, 15
October 2000.

Fr. Habbi was bomn Farouq Dawood in Mosul, Irag, on 23
December 1938. He joined the Chaldean Seminary of
Mar Shimun, Mosul, in 1950, and later the Propaganda
College in Rome in 1954. He was ordained priest in
Rome on 20 December 1961, and continued his education
there in the Lateran College from which he obtained his
doctorate. In 1967, he went back to Iraq and served in
various churches in Mosul, and later in Baghdad in 1990.
Within the Church, he held a number of offices including

Patriarchal Vicar for Cultural Affairs and President of the
Chaldean Church Court of Appeal.

Prof. Fr. Habbi's scholarly work in the field of Syriac
studies is widely recognized and respected by the
academic community. He contributed 26 books and
numerous journal articles. Habbi was instrumental in the
establishment in 1991 of Babylon College for Philosophy
- and Liturgy, in which he held the responsibility of its
Deanship. He was also the president of the Syriac
Language Committee of the Iragi Academy, and Editor-
in-Chief of Bayn al-Nahrain (Mesopotamia) periodical
since its inception in 1972,
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i iti ' mmunity of
All Syriac communities and t_he scholarly o?nH o ‘tyand
Syriac studies momn the passing away of Fr. [ i 01 ;
acknowledge his contributions to the field of Symac
studies.

Departure of Another Prominent Scho!af . - _
Professor Julius Assfalg passed away on‘u January 2_001_
at the age of 81. Assfalg was born in Hol‘_leflascnali,
Bavaria, on November 6, 1919, and s*iudleg p‘.m'msophy,_
theology and oriental languages 1n freising 'and
Eichstaett. He served in the German army ci'fmn_g World
War II and became a prisoner of war in Fr.ance.n in 19_46,
he continued his studies at the Universn‘:}-' of Mt?mch,
where he specialized in the field of Christian Or1e:nta.ﬂ_
studies and Semitic languages. Iz 1961 he started his
academic teaching of the Christian Orien.tal languages at
the University of Munich, which he contif;lued even after
his official retirement in 1985 until his untimely death.

Famous are his catalogues of the Syriac, Armenianjand
Georgian manuscripts in Germany (1962-63). The *wno}e
field of Eastern Christian Studies was present'ed in
Kleines Worterbuch des Christlichen Orients, which he
edited in Wiesbaden in 1975, and of which 2 French and a
Polish translation was published in 1991 and 1998,
respectively. He greatly contributed to jthe field of
Christian Qriental studies appeared in various German
reference books and encyclopedias. A Festschriff was
offered to him at his 70th birthday: Lingua restitr:;ta
orientalis. Festgabe fir Julius Assfalg, edited by Regine

Schulz and Manfred Gorg, Wiesbaden 1990. Colleagues

and pupils presented him at his 65th and 80th birthday
Festschriften, which circulate privately.
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ARCHEOLOGISTS WORK TO SAVE CHINESE SITE WITH
SYRIAC CHRISTIAN TRACES

[Reprinted from an article by Erling Hoh; Chicago
Tribune, February 6, 2001]

Eleven years ago, while excavating a meditation cave in
the northem part of Dunhuang's Mogao Grottoes
complex, archeologist Peng Jinzhang made an exciting
and puzzling discovery: four beautifully preserved pages

of white-linen paper filled with a script he could not
identify.

Scholars at Beijing University helped him solve the

mystery.

The language was Syriac, and the pages were from the
Psalms in the New Testament.

Passing through this oasis town eight centuries ago,
Marco Polo may have met the owner of this Syriac Bible,
dated to the Yuan Dynasty. "The people are for the most
part idolaters, but there are also some Nestorian
Christians and Saracens," he wrote in his "Travels."
Peng's find confirms that Christians did indeed live, pray
and die in Dunhuang's Mogao Grottoes--one of
Buddhism's most hallowed sanctuaries: and an
unparalleled repository for the cultures and creeds that
funneled into the Silk Road here on China's doorstep.

The Syriac Bible find, annouﬁced recently, is only one of
several illuminating discoveries made by Peng and his

team during their six-year excavation of the northern part
of the Mogao Grottoes.
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The grottoes are a complex of 750 caves carved out of the

i iles
sandstone cliffs along the. I?aquan Rlvel_: CE mil
southeast of Dunbuang in China's (Gansu province.

In 1907, British-Hungarian archeologist Aurel S{iﬁ
arrived - ;n Dunhuang. Paying Vc\lfangf onigusf;)r?;sﬂ ver
1 Stein carted off thousands or m >
Isjclzigflsspaintings and other artifacts that are hous%c} ltl:l()tr];l;
British Museurn, - the British Library and the Nafi

Museum in New Delhi.

Written in rare, dead languages ranging .from Tang;t Zof
Runic Turkic, the manuscripts deal with a gam

i i istori records, Buddhist sutras,
concerns, including historical st sua

i dical treatises,
Taoist tracts and _me o,
astronomical charts, literature, poetry, folklsongz,r,om_a
estate deals, and even the model for an apology

drunken guest to his host.

The Silk Road region where Marco Polo traveled is rich
in many peoples' heritage.
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the accusations in the charge sheet," Akbuiut told the
court.

On February 2001, the trial of the Syriac priest, Father
Yusuf Abkulut, was resumed. Many Syriacs, Assyrians
had flooded from Europe, in addition to European
officials and human rights groups had come to observe
the trial. The lawyers of Fr. Yusuf commented that their
client was being tried for freely expressing his personal
thoughts on that matter and that the trial was itself in
contradiction to the European Human Rights Convention.

Parliamentarians from Germany and Switzerland
observed the hearing; the Swiss Consul Sture Theolin, the
Norwegtan Consul Haakan Svane, and the representatives
of various human rights organizations; in addition to
many Syriacs and Assyrians from Europe flooded to
attend the trial. An Assyrian observer noted that the
"Turkish court was amazed at the international coverage
of the trial. They delayed the trial to April 5, with the
argument that they had to study the case more. But the

- main reason is that they try to diminish the international
interest for this case."

A few thousand Syriac Christians, one of the world's
oldest denominations, live in Turkey's mainly Kurdish
southeast, formerly the site of fierce conflict between

Turkish forces and separatist Kurdish rebels of the
Kurdistan Workers Party.
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France Recognizes the Armenian’s Genocide

France has officially describe the 1915 massacre (of Safqr
Barlék) of Armenians committed by the Ottomans In
Anatolia as genocide Europeans may well ask \fvhether
Turkey will remain as choleric if it were accepted into the

EU. Why such a fuss about a historical event? The

Armenians' armed struggle for civil rights in Eastemn
Anatolia - a struggle that won the sympathy of many
Western Buropeans - collapsed with the fall of the
Ottoman Empire. The new Turkish regime suppressed
the struggle by deportation and then, as the contemporary
eyewitness reports of the great Swiss humanust Jakqb
Knnzler show, by mass murder. Ankara contests th.at in
the confusion of war, the Armenians were “peutralized”
as allies of the enemy, and that talk of genocide are no
more than anti-Muslim ranting. Admittedly it is hard to
identify the line between genocide and a_decision made
necessary by war. But no matter how painful - whether
we are considering genocide in Nazi Germany, Turkey or
Rwanda - it is vital that people seek the truth and come to
terms with history. Nobody can be punished now for the
Armenian affair, but knowing the truth could belp to
avoid similar tragedies elsewhere. .

Along with the Armenians, Syriac and Assyrian people
suffered the same fate and one third of their people were
massacred, and the rest were deported.
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June 29, 1996, he has kept the post of patriarchal exarch
of Jerusalem.

As is traditional in this Church, the new patriarch took the

name Ignatius, in honor of his predecessor, St. Ignati
: R . ol Ignat
Antioch. et of

In .aCf:ordancc:::‘ with his appreciation to the FEastern

(S:hr_lstléél tradition, the Pope appointed the head of the
yriac Catholic Church to head the Con t1

. Eastern Churches. reastion of the

This is the second occasion an Eastern cleric enjoy this

office. In 1961, Pope John XXXIII named Msgr. Gabriel-

Acace Cousa, a Syrian priest of the Melkite Church. to
that post. ,

Moussa _I Daoud, t]_16 former patriarch of Syriac Catholic
Church is one of six prelates who head Eastern Catholic
Churches in the Middle East, namely, the Catholic Copt

Armenian, Latin, Melkite, Maronit :
Catholic Church. ite and the Syriac

Tl}e_Christia:a Churches in Syria constitute between 1.5
mllhon.to 2 million members, or 10% to 15% of the
popt_}latxon. Damascus is the Sees of the three Syrian
patriarchs: the Syriac Orthodox, Melkite and Greek-
Orthodox, but all Oriental Churches are present in the
country except the Copts.

Popfe John Paul plans to visit Syria this year, Damascus in
partlcule}r where according to the New Testament the
conversion of Paul took place. The Pope is to visit Iraq
too by the summer despite opposition from Britain and
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the United States, which fear he will hand a propaganda
coup to Saddam Hussein. Last week, Vatican sources
said a team would soon begin preparing Pope John Paul
IT's pilgrimage to the birthplace of Abraham in the ancient
town of Ur, near the southern city of Basra.

A SYRIAC PRIEST, YUSIF, WAS ARRESTED

Diyarbakir -- Just when the so-called Armenian genocide
resolution passed by the International - Relations
Committee of the US House of Representatives has been
causing tension between the United States and Turkey,
the police arrested Yusuf Akbulut, the priest of the Syriac
[Suryani] Holy Mary Church in Diyarbakir, for his
statement that "Along with the Armenians the Syriacs too
were subjected to genocide."

On December 2000, Reuters News Agency Attends the
Yusuf’s Court and Writes: '

A Turkish court on Thursday began the trial of a Syriac
priest accused of “provoking hatred"” by telling
newspapers that his Christian minority community had
been victims of genocide by Turks. Witnesses at the State
Security Court in the southeastern city of Diyarbakir said

Father Yusuf Akbulut had contested the charge leveled

against him, which could earn him between one and three
years in jail. '

"] was chatting (with journalists) off the record. I -was not
giving my personal views but what was said by my elders
at the church and by those who came to visit. I do not
support the Armenian genocide bill, and I do not accept

60




away those stains, casts itself therein, and seems to itself
. to hfwe f01_1nd great mercy in that it can rid itself there of
the impediment which is the stain of sin. Unceasingly
God draws the soul to Himself and breathes fire into it,

never letting it go until He has led it to the state whence it |

came forth, that is to the pure cleanliness in which it was
created. When with its inner sight the soul sees itself
drawp by God with such loving fire, then the heat of the
glowmg love for God melts it, its most dear Lord, which
it fills, overflowing it, but the soul, being hindered by sin

caz_u?ot go where God draws it; it cannot follow the;
uniting look with which He would draw it to Himself,

Again the soul perceives the grievousness of being helci
bag:k from seeing the divine light; the soul's instinct too

being drawn by that uniting look, craves to be unhindered?

It is the sight of these thin : .
: gs, which begets in th
pain they feel in Purgatory. gets in the souls the

Praised be to Jesus Christ who in His mercy cleanses
soul; Who.though in the state of grace, nevertheless are
not in the }mmaculate condition required to enter into the
beat{ﬁc vision. Let us in this month of November
specially dedicated to the holy souls in Purgatory, offe;‘

prayers and sacrifices for them, and especially have .

Masses offered on their behalf. As they enter into
Heaven, the gratitude in their souls for being helped to
come to that infinite bliss will impel them to intercede
particularly for those who have aided their arrival.
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NEW SYRIAC PATRIARCH OF ANTIOCH
: ELECTED

According to the Vatican News Agency, John Paul II has
sent his congratulations to His Beatitude Ignatius Petrus
VILL, the newly elected Syriac patriarch of Antioch. The
Patriarch was elected by the Bishops' Synod of the Syriac-
Catholic Church on February 16. He is replacing His
Beatitude Ignatius Moussa I Daoud, recently made a
cardinal, who quit his patriarchal post following his
appointment as prefect of the Vatican Congregation for
the Oriental Churches.

His Beatitude Ignatius Petrus VIIL will greet John Paul II
when he goes to Syria on pilgrimage in May. On this
same trip, the Pontiff might visit Malta and Athens,
Greece, following in the footsteps of the Apostle Paul.
Ignatius Petrus VIII (Petrus Abdel-Ahad) was bom in
Aleppo, Syria, on June 28, _

1930. After studying in the Syriac-Catholic Patriarchal
Seminary of Jerusalem, he completed his studies in the
major seminary of Charfet, Lebanon. He has been a priest
since 1954, and worked for many years in the minor
seminary of Charfet. Later, he was appointed parish priest
in Bethlehem. During the Middle East wars of 1967 and
1973, he was involved in the humanitarian assistance and
pastoral care of prisoners. In 1979, he was appointed

patriarchal vicar, that is, exarch of Jerusalem.

He established a house for pilgrims in Bethlehem, and the
Church of St. Thomas of Jerusalem, which has a youth
center. Elected bishop by the Syriac-Catholic synod on
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Purgatory and now places the blame on Pope Gregory th

(}reat (590-604). The professor claims tlliat bei%reythi:
time, t.he concept of Purgatory did not exist. The same
Cathghc student raises his hand and points out that St.
Monica (331-387), when she was dying, requested her
son, St. Augustine to remember her soul in his Masses.
This would have made no sense , the student points out, if
she -thought that her soul could not-be helped by praye’IS'
obviously, she admitted the possibility of going’
somc?where other than Heaven or Hell. The student
contmuels by noting that the "Gregory explanation" fails
to take nto account the graffiti in the catacombs where
the carliest Christians (during persecutions of the first
th.re_e f:enturies) recorded prayers for the dead. Early
Christians writings such as the Acts of Paul and Thecla
(2nd century) refer to the Christian custom of praying for
the dead; these prayers indicate a purgatorial intermediate
state, even if they did not call it Purgatory per se.

Denial of Purgatory's existence does not make it cease to
be. (_)n the authority of Jesus and St. Paul, as
authentically interpreted by the Magisterium of’ the
Catholic Church, we know that "The souls of those who
are tI‘l.lIy penitent and die in charity before they have done
sufﬁm_ent_ penance for their sins of omission and
commission are cleaned after death in purgatorial or
cleaning punishments...the suffrages of the faithful on
earth can'be of great help in relieving these punishments
as, fcgr' instance the Sacrifice of the Mass, prayerp
almsgiving, and other religious deeds, which in the;
manner of the Church, the faithful are accustomed to offer
for oth_ers of the faithful. The souls of those who have not
committed any sin at all after they received holy baptism,
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and the souls of those who have committed sin, but have
been cleansed, either while they were in the body or
afterwards, as mentioned above, are promptly taken to
heaven. The souls of those who die in mortal sin or with
only original sin soon go down into hell, but there they
receive different punishments. The same holy Roman
Church firmly believes and steadfastly teaches that on the
day of judgment all men appear before the judgment seat
of Christ with their own bodies, to give an account of
their deeds" (2nd Council of Lyons in 1274).

The Souls in Purgatory, as St. Catherine of Genoa
teaches, are in state of the greatest joy. In fact, no
happiness can be found worthy to be compared with that
of a soul in Purgatory except that of the saints in Heaven;
and day by day this happiness grows as Ged flows into
these souls, more and more as the hindrance to His
entrance is consumed. Sin's rust is the hindrance, and the
fire of God's love bums the rust away so that more and
more the soul opens itself up to the divine inflowing. At
the same time, the souls endure a pain so extreme that no
tongue can be found to tell it, nor could the mind
understand its least pang if God by special grace did not
show so much. '

If is the separation from God - the pain of loss - which is
the chief pain in Purgatory. Their pain is the pain of
hunger, of longing. The divine essence is of such purity,
greater far than can be imagined, that the soul in which
there is even the least note of imperfection would rather
cast itself into a thousand hells than find itself thus stained
in the presence of the divine majesty. Therefore, the soul,
understanding that Purgatory has been ordained o take
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has it that Valentine passed messages to fellow
imprisoned Christians with comforting words from
Scj,ripture. These messages were smuggled to prisoners
with red-colored heart-shaped parchments verifying the
authenticity that each message truly was from Valentine.

During Valentine's trial, they asked him what he thought
of the Roman gods Jupiter and Mercury. Valentine told
them they were false gods and there was only one true
God. He told them of his faith in Jesus Christ. So the
Romans threw him in prison because his witness
f:ontradicted their beliefs and insulted their gods. While
imprisoned, Valentine continued to minister to those with
‘.w;lom he had contact, including the guards. One of the
jailers was a man who had adopted a blind girl. Valentine
prayefl to God and the girl was given her sight. The guard
and his whole family of about 46 people then believed in
Jesus and were baptized. Because these people had come
to-believe in Jesus, Valentine praised God openly in his
prison, and later died as a martyr.

Valentine knew the consequences of his Christian
activities. He knew that if he told the court the truth about
Roman gods he would be thrown in prison. He knew that
1f: be continued to witness Christ in prison he would anger
hl:‘_i captors. Yet he continued, because he loved the Lord
with all his heart, and loved his neighbor as himself. He

was willing to risk his life to free Christian prisoners and -

spread the good news of Jesus Christ to any who needed
to hear it.
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PURGATORY AND THE
MERCY OF GOD

Fr. Augustine Mary Hedderman,

The university professor tells his students, "The concept
of Purgatory was invented by Dante Alighiery in the
thirteenth century and has no basis In Scripture
whatsoever." A Catholic student raises his hand, "I am
sorry, sir, but you are mistaken. Pope Innocent IV in
1254, eleven years before Dante was even born, wrote a
letter to the apostolic delegate in Greece where. he notes
that Matthew 12:32 states that whoever ‘blasphemes
against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven either in this
world or in the world to come. Innocent IV then
interpreted this passage to indicate that certain faults will
be pardoned in this life and certain others in the life to
come. Next he quotes 1 Cor. 3:13, 15: "the fire will test
the quality of everyone's work,' and "if a man's building
burns, he will suffer loss. He himself will be saved but’
only as one fleeing through fire.’

The Pope goes on to say, "We, following the tradition
and authority of the Holy Fathers, call that place
Purgatory, and it is our will that the Greeks use that name
in the future." Finally, he states, “sins are truly purified
by that temporal fire - not grievous or capital sins which
have not first been remitted by penance, but smail and
light sins which remain a burden after death, if they have
not been pardoned-during life. So you see professor,
Dante did not invent Purgatory and it does indeed have its
basis in the teachings of Jesus and St. Paul." The
university professor again denies the existence of
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VALENTINE'S DAY, CHRISTIAN STYLE

The Feast of St. Valentine was always considered a
Christian religious holiday. Our forefathers would be
shocked at the use of cupids, as they were characters from
pagan mythology. They would also be offended at the
secularization of this holiday by the substitution of erotic
Jove at the expense of the agape-type love reflected in this
remembrance. Historically, this holiday was a day
Christians remembered and celebrated in faith. It reflected
upon the faithful example of a Christian martyr named
Valentine who died for his faith.

"Be My Valentine," is one of many phrases conjuring up
different thoughts associated with the celebration of
Valentine's Day. Exchanging cards with hearts and little
poems, candy and flowers given to express erotic
affection, and images of cupids flying while shooting
arrows of love into unsuspecting youths. Today, young
and old alike celebrate Valentine's Day to express their
affection for those they love. February 14th for many just
means cards, candy, flowers, and cupids. Not for
Christians.

According to church tradition, St. Valentine was a Roman
nobleman and priest near Rome in about the year 207
A.D. At that time the Roman Emperor was imprisoning,
torturing, and killing Christians for not worshipping
Roman gods. Being a Christian was illegal and subject to
death or imprisonment. Valentine was arrested during this
persecution. Some say he was arrested because he was
performing Christian marriages, while others say 1t was
for helping Christians escape prison and death. Tradition
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